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These Exercises are based upon these principles : 
(i.) That the child learns by example and practice: not by 
rules or theory, 

(2.) That the habits of utterance which a child begins to fomi 
cU the very outset^ will cling to hi?n through life. 

He should, therefore, before bad habits of speech are 
formed, begin with the facts that lead up to general gram- 
matical laws ; not as ordinary text-books require, with rules 
and definitions. 

No examples of false syntax are given, because, so far as 
possible, we should not allow pupils to see or hear what is 
wrong in language. The children's mistakes in speaking 
and writing will be found ample for correction and illus- 
tration. 

These exercises have been used in large graded schools 
with the most satisfactory results, and are now offered to 
teachers with the hope that they may be found useful in 
leading the ** little ones" to correct expression of their 
thoughts in speaking and writing. 

Cincinnati, September, 1889. 



SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS. 



First Reader Grade. — Language culture in this grade 
should be largely oral. Pictures placed before the pupils, or 
subjects familiar to them will furnish topics. By a little skill- 
ful questioning, pupils may be led to invent a good story 
founded upon what they see in a picture, or have observed 
at home, at play, or at school. 

Teach the meaning and spelling of new words by having 
them used in sentences. 

Require the pupils to write sentences on the board, and let 
the class correct the errors. The youngest pupils may be 
led to detect inaccurate or inelegant expressions, and to 
correct them. 

Second Reader Grade. — Pictures, choice stories, ani- 
mals, letter-writing, etc., will be found valuable in language 
teaching. The oral statement of information obtained should 
precede the written. 

The value of pictures as a means of cultivating thought and 
expression in children is not fully appreciated. Pictures 
awaken interest, and convey ideas which the mind of young 
people can not grasp from simple print. 

Place the picture selected before the class, that they may 
look at it closely ; by easy questions lead them to express 
their simple ideas; then ask them to make written state- 
ments, or a short story about it. 

Have pupils write at least five connected statements upon 
familiar subjects furnished by the teacher. 

Have them copy and write from dictation portions of read- 
ing-lessons and stanzas of poetry for formal correctness. 

"As much as possible should be done by the pupils, and 
little or nothing them." 

(iv) 



LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 



FIRST READER GRADE. 




NAMES. 

Lesson x. — Write your name. 

Write the name of your school. 
Of the city in which you live. 
Write the names of two places. 
Of three things in the school-room. 
Of three things you can wear. 
Of two things you can eat. 
Of two of your playmates. 



/ 
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 



Lesson 2. — Copy these statetnents. 

My name is Charles Jones. 

I am eight years of age. 

I live on Fourth Street. 

I live in the city of Dayton. 

I go to the Third District School. 

Miss Smith is my teacher. 



Lesson 3. — Write answers in complete statements as above. 

What is your name? 
What is your age? 
On what street do you live? 
In what city do you live? 
To what school do you go? 
Who is your teacher? 



Lesson 4. — Copy these sentences. Place a period after 
each. 



We use is when we speak of one. 

We use are when we speak of more than one. 



18" AND "ARE" IN STATEMENTS. 



The boy is here. 
The boys are here. 



The girl is happy. 
The girls are happy. 



FIRST READER GRADE. 
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Copy the following sentences, and fill the blanks with 



The bell ringing. 

The apples sweet. 



The cherry ripe. 

Our books new. 



Lesson 5. — Use **is'' in statements about: 

a slate apple book table 

a desk pencil picture door 

Use are'' in statements about: 

slates apples books tables 

desks pencils pictures doors 



'18" AND "ARE" IN QUESTIONS. 



Lesson 6. — Copy these sentences. Place this mark (?) 
at the end of each question. 



Is the boy here? 
Are the boys here? 



Is the girl happy? 
Are the girls happy? 



Lesson 7. — Fill the blanks with ''is** or **are,'* 



The horse black. 

the horse black ? 

The apple green. 

the apple green ? 

The boys happy. 

the boys happy ? 



The baby asleep. 

the baby asleep ? 

The birds singing. 

the birds singing ? 

The hen too fat. 

the hens too fat ? 
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LANGUAGE EXliRCISES. 



Lesson 8. — Change '*is'* to ^^are^ 
and write the sentences correctly. 



or ''are'' to ''is' 



The pencil is sharp. 
The peach is sweet. 
The lamp is bright. 
The picture is large. 



Are the hats old ? 
Are the flowers red? 
Are the dresses new ? 
Are the tables broken ? 



Lesson 9. — Use "is'' to ask something about: 
a slate apple ruler book 

a desk pencil picture door 



Lesson 10. — Use "are" to ask something about: 
slates apples books doors 

desks pencils pictures windows 

MEMORY LESSON. 

Lesson 11. — Copy these lines. Commit them to memory. 




FIRST READER GRADE. 
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Lesson 12. — Write these questions. Notice that each one 
ends with this mark (?). 

Do you see a cat and her kitten? 

Is the cat large and black? 

Is she sitting on a mat? 

Is she looking at the kitten? 

Is the kitten small and black? 

Is it sitting on a pan? 

Write the answers to these questions in complete state- 
ments; thus, 




10 LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 

Lesson 13. — Think of your cat. Write six questions 
about it. Use these words in the questions. 

cat catch mice 

pur see at night 

sharp claws a coat of soft fur 

Change the questions you have written, to statements. 



'WAS*' AND "WERE.*' 



Lesson 14. — Copy these sentences. 



The paper was torn. 
The papers were torn. 
A hen was in the barn. 



Hens were in the bam. 
Was the bird in the cage? 
Were the birds in the cage ? 



We use was when we speak of one. 

We use were when we speak of more than one. 



Lesson 15. — Fill the blanks with ^*was*' or *^were.** 



The pencil broken. 

the' pencil broken ? 

The book lost. 

the book lost ? 

The trees very tall. 

the treeis very tall? 



The man working. 

the man working ? 

The boys going to 

dinner. 
the boys going to 

dinner ? 



FIRST READER GRADE. 



II 



Lesson i6. — Change ^^was'' to ^^were^** or ^*were'' to 
**was/' and write comctly. 

The egg was in the nest. 
The cows were in the pond. 
Were the trees near the house? 
The bird was in the cage. 
Was the stone in the water? 
The girl was in the garden. 
Were the bells ringing? 
The cloud was very black. 

y 



Lesson 17. — Make statements with these words. 



Fruit, the, sweet, is. 
Are, hot, days, the. 



Ink, the, black, was. 
Were, children, the, asleep. 



Ask questions with these words. 



Clara, school, is, in. 
The, good, are, pens. 



Pretty, the, dolls, were. 
White, the, rabbits, were. 



Lesson 18. — Use ''was'' or ''were'' in statements begin- 
ning with : 

I we he she they 

Use *'was" or "were" in questions with: 
I we he she they 
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES, 



•t 



HAS*' AND 



It 



HAVE.'* 



Lesson 19. — Write these sentences. 



We use has when we speak of one. 

We use have when we speak of more than one. 



Lesson 20. — Change has'' to have^** or Jtave*' to 
has,'' and write these sentences correctly. 



The book has leaves. 
The ships have sails. 
Have the doors hinges? 
Has the apple seeds? 
Has the boy a kind sister? 
The girls have pretty dolls. 



Lesson 21,— Use *'is/* '*are,** ''was/* or ''were" in 
writing statements about: 



A bird has claws. 
Birds have claws. 
An apple has a stem. 



Apples have stems. 
Has a cow horns? 
Have cows horns? 



sky 
stars 



glass 



sun 



top 

window 



houses 
clouds 



Change your statements to questions. 



FIRST READER GRADE. 

Lesson 22. — Use **/ias" or ''have'' in writing state- 
ments about: 

John boy girl child 

sled men knives children 



Lesson 23. — Use ''has'' or '* have'* in writing state- 
ments beginning with: 

I we he she they 

Use has" or "have" in writing questions with: 
I we he she they 



Lesson 24. — Words to use with "you" 

Write a statement, using you with are. 

Write a statement, using you with were. 

Write a statement, using you with have. 

Write a question, using you with are. 

Write a question, using you with were. 

Write a question, using you with have. 



MEMORY LESSON. 

Lesson 25. — Copy these lines and commit to memory. 

Little drops of rain 

Bring the springing flowers, 

And I may attain 

Much by little powers. 



14 LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 




Lesson 26. — Feeding the Hen. 

Is this a picture of Frank feeding his hen? 

Is he scattering some corn on the ground? 

Is the hen in front of Frank? Is she picking up 
the corn which he scatters? 

What is beyond the hen? Can you see four white 
eggs in the nest? 

Write answers to the questtom. Make each answer a 
complete statement; thuSy 




FIRST READER GRADE. 
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NAMES OP THE DAYS. 

Lesson 27. — Copy the names of the days of the week. 




How many days are there in a week? 



Lesson 28. — Write seven statements y telling one thing 
you did on each day of last week; as, 

I went to church on Sunday. 
On Monday I went to school. 
I bought a book on Tuesday. 



Lesson 29. — Use one of these words correctly in each of 
the blanks: ''two;' ''hear,'' "to," "here," "too," 

He went the window. 

The horse is fat to run. 

John has hands. 

Sarah was yesterday. 

Did you the bird sing? 
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 



Lesson 30. — Use one of these words correctly in each of 
the blanks: ''know,'' ''there,'' "no," "their." 

They went on Monday. 

The boys lost slates. 

Did you come late? , I came early. 

I how much this book cost. 



jLesson 31. — Use one of these words correctly in each of 
the blanks: "write" "right" "new" "knew." 

Tom has a top. 

Harry his cousin's name. 

It is not to hurt the dog. 

Mary and James neatly in their books. 

COLORS.* 

Lesson 32. 

Name two kinds of red fruit. 
What flower is red? What flower is yellow? 
Ask a question about a bird that is yellow. 
Write a statement about a fruit that is yellow. 
What is the color of the sky ? 



Lesson 33. 

What colors are seen in our flag? 
Name something we wear, and tell the color. 
Write a statement about something that is black. 
Write a statement about something that is white. 



To follow oral lessons on the colors red, yellow, blue. 



FIRST READER GRADE. 




Lesson 34. 




Write answers to tJtese questions. 



What is the color of the first duck? 
What is the color of the second duck? 
How many white ducks are there? 
How many ducks in all? 
What are they doing ? 




1 8 LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 

PARTS OP OBJECTS.* 

Lesson 35. — Write these sentences. 

The bell has a handle. 
The bell has a clapper. 

Name two parts of the bell in one sentence. 
The bell has a handle and a clapper. 

A book has a cover. 
A book has leaves. 
A book has a and 

An apple has pulp. 
An apple has seeds. 
An apple has and 



Lesson 36. — Write these sentences, 

A knife has a handle. 
A knife has a blade. 
A knife has a and a 

A hat has a brim. 
A hat has a crown. 
A hat has a and a .... 

QUALITIES OP OBJECTS.* 

Lesson 37. — Write these sentences. 

The paper is thin. 
The paper is smooth. 



* To THE Teacher. — In all cases, present the object and ask the 
children to point out the parts, or state the qualities. 



FIRST READER GRADE. 
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Tell about paper in one sentence. 

The paper is and ... 

The lemon is yellow. 
The lemon is sour. 

Tell about the lemon in one sentence. 



Lesson 38. — Iron is hard. 

Iron is heavy. 

Tell about iron in one sentence. 
Tell about gold in one sentence. 



Gold is heavy. 
Gold is yellow. 



Lesson 39. — round sweet black clear soft 
white juicy hard smooth warm 

Write five statements ^ telling: 

Two qualities of crayon. I Two qualities of coal. 
Two qualities of an orange, j Two qualities of glass. 
Two qualities of wool. 



Lesson 40. — Write these sentences. 

The apple is round. 
The orange is round. 
The apple and orange 

Iron is heavy. 
Gold is heavy. 
Iron and gold 
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 



Lesson 41. — iron ant lion glass 

stone fly horse chalk 

Wriie four sentences y telling: 

What are hard. } What are strong. 

What are small. What are brittle. 



Lesson 42. — Getting the Eggs. 

What is this girFs name ? 
Where do you think she 
has been ? What did she 
go there for? 

What does she hold with 
both hands ? What are in 
the pan? 

What is in front of the 
girl? What else do you 
see? Where is the little 
chicken ? 

Write answers to the 
questions in complete state- 
ments. Unite the fourth 
and fifth questions; thus, 





FIRST READER GRADE. 



Lesson 43. — The Peach, * 

On what do peaches grow? Of what use are they? 
What do we call the part we eat? 



Lesson 44. — The Knife, 

Name two parts of the knife. What part of the 
knife is sharp? For what do we use the knife? 



Lesson 45. — The Apple, 

What is the color of the apple ? What is its shape ? 
For what is it used ? On what kind of a tree does it 
grow? How do some apples taste? 



Lesson 46. — Leather, 

What is leather? Can you tear leather? Why does 
leather make good shoes? How many uses of leather 
do you know? 



Lesson 47. — The Paper. 

Write a statement about the color of paper. Tell 
how it feels. In one sentence, state what you have 
written about paper. For what is paper used? 



♦To THE Teacher. — When possible, show the object to the class. 
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 




Lesson 48. — The Cow, Write complete answers. 

Where have you seen a cow? What does the cow 
eat? What do we get from the cow? 



Lesson 49. — A Ball, 

What is this ? What color is it ? What shape is it ? 
About how large is it? Of what is it made? What 
can you do with the ball? 



Lesson 50. — A Book, 

What is the name of the book? To whom does it 
belong? What parts has the book? Of what is the 
book made? For what is it used? How much did 
the book cost? When was it bought? 



FIRST READER GRADE. 
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Lesson 51. — A Boy. 

What is this boy's name ? Is he a little or a big boy ? 
What color are his eyes? What color is his hair? 
What has he in his hand? 



Lesson 52. — My Doll. 

What is its name? Is it large or small? What color 
are its eyes ? What color is its hair ? What kind of 
dress has it on ? Who made the dress ? What has it 
on its head? Ask a question about the doll. 



Lesson 53. — The School. 

When does school begin? When does it close? 
How long are the recesses? How long is the noon 
recess? What do you use at school? Upon what do 
we write? With what do we write? In what do we 
read? 



Lesson 54. — My Slate. 

Of what is your slate made (stone) ? What color is 
it? What has it around it? Of what is the frame 
made? How many sides has the frame? How are the 
sides held together (pegs) ? With what are some slates 
covered? With what do you write upon your slate? 
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 



Lesson 55. — Write complete answers to the questions. 

Do you see May and her pet bird? 

Where is May? Do you think she has just fed the 
bird? What do you think May is saying? Where 
will she now put it? Where is the cage? What is 
on the window? What is she looking at? What 
would Pussy like to do with the bird? 




MAY AND HER BIRD. 



Lesson 56. 

May has a pet canary. It was a present from her 
mother. May calls her bird Dick. It will sit on her 
hand and sing. The old cat thinks he would like to eat 
Dick. Will May let the cat get the bird ? 

Write tlie story of May and her bird. 



FIRST READER GRADE. 
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Lesson 57. — Write complete answers to the questiom. 

Do you see the 
picture of little Lucy? 

Is Lucy sitting on a 
large stone? Do her 
feet hang over the 
edge of the stone? 

What is just below 
her feet? 

Are her shoes and 
stockings at her left? 
Has she a large hat 
on her head ? 

Do you think Lucy 
is a good little girl? 



Lesson 58. — Little Lucy. 

Was it noon? Was the sun hot? Did little Lucy 
sit down on a stone near a brook ? Did she then take 
off her shoes to cool her feet ? Will she soon put both 
feet into the water? Will Lucy take cold? Will she 
dry her feet and put on her shoes ? Will she then walk 
to her home? 



The complete answers to these questions will make a 
little story about Lucy, Write the subject first; thus^ 
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 




Lesson 59. 

Is this a picture of Jane and Ella at play? Has Jane 
light hair? Has Ella dark hair? 

Where is Jane? What has she in her right hand? 
Where is Ella? Where has she put the doll? Is the 
doll sitting on the floor? 

Ask a question about Jane and Ella. 

Write answers to the questions, 

JANE AND HER DOLL. 

Lesson 60. — Write a story about Jane and her doll. 

How old is Jane? What has she? What is its 
name? Who gave it to her? Does Jane like to play 
with her doll ? Is it sometimes sick in play? What 
does she make for her doll ? What will she make for 
it? When she is done playing, where does she put it? 
Does Jane take good care of her doll ? 



FIRST READER GRADE. 
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ACTIONS.'^ 

Lesson 61. 

A little girl in a school-room noticed what the boys 
and girls were doing. She thought she would write 
upon her slate what she saw. This is what she wrote. 

John is reading. 
Mary is cleaning her slate. 
Clara is sitting in a chair. 
Charles is standing by the table. 
Kate is standing by the window. 
James is reading a book which he holds in his hand. 
The teacher took a book from the table and put it on 
the chair. 

Fred went to the teacher and spoke to her. He 
shut the door and then went back to his seat. Then 
he began to write upon his slate. 

Fannie, Jane, and Ruth are looking at the large pict- 
ure on the wall. Fannie is telling the other girls what 
she sees in the picture. 

Notice the actions of the pupils, and write what you 
notice, upon your slate. Ask your teacher about any 
word you can not spell. 



♦To THE Teacher.— Let pupils perform various actions, and have 
the class tell in oral and written statements what is being done. 
Recall yesterday's exercise and have children tell what they did. 
Watch for unnecessary ands^ 
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 




MEMORY LE880N. 

Lesson 62. — Copy and commit these lines. 

Little drops of water, 
Little grains of sand, 

Make the mighty ocean 
And the pleasant land. 

Little deeds of kindness, 
Little words of love, 

Make our earth an Eden, 
Like the heaven above. 



SECOND READER GRADE. 




THE STATEMENT. 

Lesson i. — Copy these statements. How does each begin f 
How does each end? 

The stars shine. 
Grass grows in the field. 
The rainbow is beautiful. 
Cows are useful animals. 
Leather is made from hides. 

A sentence that tells or states something, is called a 
statement. 

A statement begins with a capital letter. 
A statement ends with a period. 

(»9) 
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 



Lesson 2. — These words are names of objects. Think 
about each object^ and tlien write a statement^ telling 
what you think, 

cow dog sled to-day 

mouse horse lady yesterday 

THE QUESTION. 

Lesson 3. — Copy the following questions. 



Will the bird sing? 
Can the horse run? 



Shall I help you? 
Do stars twinkle? 



Are the leaves green? 

A sentence that asks something is called a question. 

A question begins with a capital letter. 

A question ends with an interrogation point. 



Lesson 4. — Ask a question about: 

some fruit. the clouds, 

some flower. the weather. 

Wnte a question about: 
a cat ice rain sky 

a dog water snow lesson 



DICTATION EXERCISE.^ 



Lesson 5. — ^The sky is blue. 

Is the fire hot? 



The boy has a sled. 
Has he a pretty book? 



Do you know his name ? 



*To THE Teacher. — Read each sentence slowly. Do not repeat. 



SECOND READER GRADE. 
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MEMORY LE880N. 

Lesson 6. — Copy and commit these lines. 

Work while you work, play while you play, — 
That is the way to be cheerful and gay! 
All that you do, do with your might; 
Things done by halves are never done right. 



THE COMMAND 

Lesson 7. — Copy these sentences. 

Lie down. 
Shut the door. 



Walk very softly. 
Bring me the book. 



Please open the window. 
A sentence which expresses an order is a command. 
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 



Lesson 8. — Make commands with these words. 

Books, close, your. 

Boys, the, let, sing. 

Fire, from, away, come, the. 

Mother, thy, honor, and, father. 

Pencil, the, desk, on, lay, the. 



Lesson 9. — Write a command with a proper name 
for the first word ; as, John^ come here. 

Write a command, using the name of the one ad- 
dressed for the last word ; as. Be kind to your parents, 
Charles, 

Write a question, using a proper name for the last 
word; as. Are the roses in bloom, Clara? 

Give a command to Lucy, using her name in the 
middle of the sentence ; as. Come, Lucy^ or we will be 
late. 

Write a question with ''Jane" for the first word; as, 
Jane^ is the lily white as snow? 

DICTATION EXCRCISe. 

Lesson 10. 

Good morning, Edna. 

Pretty bird, come here. 

John, please walk slowly. 

See this pretty rose, Florence. 

Wait, Charles, for your sister. 

Did you have a pleasant walk, Sarah? 



SECOND HEADER GRADE. 
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Lesson ii. — Btibbles. 

How many boys do you see in this picture? 

Give a name to the boy that is kneeling. What has 
he in his right hand ? What is he doing ? Give names 
to the boys standing. What is on the floor near 

them? What is trying to do? Do you think 

the cat would like to wash her face with soap? 

Who has made the biggest bubble? Name the 
colors that can be seen in the bubbles. 

Write a description of the picture, 

THE COMMA. 

Lesson 12. — A comma separates three or more 
words used in the same way ; as, Charles can see, hear, 
and feel. 

Place commas in these sentaices wftere tliey should be. 
The pear is large yellow and juicy. 
Mary reads writes and sings well. 
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 
THE MONTHS. 



Lesson 13. — Copy tlie names of tite montlis. 




Is it warm in June? Is it cold in December? 

Is it warm in July? Is it cold in January? 

Is it warm in August ? Is it cold in February ? 

Ujiite your answers. Do not forget the commas. 



THE SEASONS. 

Lesson 14. 

Place commas in these sentences where tJtey sJtmild be. 

Spring summer autumn and winter are seasons. 
March April and May are the spring months. 
September October and November are autumn months. 
Thanksgiving Day Christmas New Year's Day and 
Fourth of July are holidays. 



SECOND READER GRADE. 
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Lesson 15. — Write answers. 

How many seasons are there ? What are the names 
of the' seasons? In which season do we have the 
warmest weather? In which the coldest weather? 
When is the weather mild or temperate? 




WINTER JEWELS. 

Lesson 16. — Commit the lines. Write them from memory. 

A million little diamonds 

Twinkled on the trees, 
And all the little maidens saidj 

"A jewel, if you please!" 

But while they held their hands outstretched 

To catch the diamonds gay, 
A million little sunbeams came 

And snatched them all away. 
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES. 



A AND AN. 

Lesson 17. — Write sentences containing these wards. 



an ax an eye an inkstand an ox 

an apple an ear an iron ring an overcoat 




Lesson 18. — Write these words y using **a** or **an" 
before each. 



hat 


book 


house 


inch 


ear-ring 


egg 


hour 


uncle 


echo 


newspaper 


owl 


island 


orange 


elbow 


umbrella 



THIS. THESE : THAT, THOSE. 



Lesson 19. — When we speak of one we may use **tkis*\ 
or * * that*' ; when we speak of more than one^ these " 
or those'' Change ''this'* in these sentences to 
these and write the sentences correctly. 



This man is old. 
This boy was skating. 
This lady has a bonnet. 
This box has a lid. 
You may eat this cherry. 



Was this fly on the wall ? 
Give this woman some 

money. 
This goose has white 
wings. 
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Lesson 20. — Change ''that'' to ''those'' in writing these 
sentences. 



That ox has horns. 
Hand me that loaf. 
That knife has blades. 
Where is that potato ? 
That church is beautiful. 



Has that mouse bright eyes ? 
Where was that house with 

large windows? 
Was that tomato in the 

garden ? 



Lesson 21. — Fill each of tfie following blanks with one 
of these words: "Are," "has," "is," "have," 
"were," "was." 

There a star in the sky. 

There flowers in the garden. 

There apples on the tree last summer. 

There been no one here. 

There been many stormy days. 

There the happy children. 

There grass in the field. 

There an orange in the box. 

There ships on the water. 



Lesson 22. — Write these sentences correctly, using "they " 



for "lie," "she" or "it 
They are my classmates. 

He is in school. 

She is a member of our 

class. 
Is he a merchant ? 
Has she a new book ? 
It roars like a lion. 



• as. He is my classmate. 

He was very studious. 
Is it a bird of prey ? 
She was in Boston last 

summer. 
Has he been to Newport ? 
Has she seen the swan ? 
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Lesson 23. — Write the names of all the things you see in 
the picture ; write a question and its answer about 
each object. 

Write a story from the picture^ using the following hints. 

The little boy and girl that you see in the picture are 
brother and sister. Do they live in the city or in the 
country? What is the name of the boy? What is the 

name of the girl? How old is ? How old is ? 

Who is the man in front of them ? What do you sup- 
pose he carries in the bag? What will he give the 
children ? 



SECOND READER GRADE. 



39 



WORD8 THAT DENOTE POSSESSION. 



Lesson 24. — Copy tliese statements, Wlien you use a 



word denoting the owner^ do ?iot forget tite little apos- 
tropfte (*). 



The bird's nest is in the tree. 



'Lesson 25. — Think who owns each thing natned, and 
write answers to these qtiestions. 



Whose slate is this? 
Whose table is that? 
Whose desk is that ? 
Whose book is on the desk? 
Whose hats are in the closet? 
Whose ring is on her finger? 

MEMORY LESSON. 



Lesson 26* — Copy a?td commit these lines. 

When doubtful which is right, which wrong, 

This you can safely do : 
Do unto others as you would 

That they should do to you. 



This is John's slate. 
Mary's lamb is white. 



The duck's bill is broad. 
The dog's name is Bose. 
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Lesson 27. 

How many boys are shown in this picture ? Do you 
think they are brothers? 

What are the boys doing? Is the larger boy kind 
to the smaller one? Why do you think so? 

What is back of the boys ? Whose home do you 
think it is? Is there a fire in the house? What do 
you see that makes you think so? 

Is it summer or winter? What shows you this? 
Is it a sunny or a cloudy day? How do you know? 

What else do you see in the picture? Where are 
the chickens? 

Describe the picture^ using tJie questions as a guide. 
Then close the book and describe the picture from memory. 
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SEE, SAW, HAVE SEEN. HAS SEEN. 

Lesson 28. — Has,'' ''have,'' and ''had" are used 
with " seen" ; titey are not used with,, saw" Place 
the proper words in these blanks. 



I seen. 

You seen. 



He seen. 

We seen. 



They seen. 

Fill the blanks in tlie following sentences with "saw" 
"has" "have" or "had." 

Rose the white rabbit. 

Charles seen Ann's pet. 

you seen the little chicks? 

the children seen their presents? 



Lesson 29. 

Write two sentences about objects in the school- 
room. Use the word **see" in each. 

Write two sentences about something you observed 
on your way to school. Use the word saw in each. 

Write three sentences, using: 

have seen has seen had seen 



WENT, HAS GONE. HAVE GONE. HAD GONE. 

Lesson 30. — "Has," "have" and "had" shoidd not 
be used with "went" Supply the proper words in 
these blanks, 

I gone. Mary gone to school. 

You gone. The boys gone fishing. 

He gone the ducks gone to the river? 
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Lesson 31. — Write these sentences, changing ''has'' to 
''have:' 

The child has gone to play. 

The man has gone to work. 

Has he gone to dinner? 

Has the woman gone home? 

The ox has gone to the pasture. 

Has she gone to market? 

The lady has gone to the store. 

The bird has gone to its nest. 

Has the horse gone to the stable? 

Has the star gone behind the cloud? 



DID, HAS DONE, HAVE DONE, HAD DONE. 

Lesson 32. — Use ^'lias," "havey" or "had'' with 
"done," Place the proper words in these blanks. 

I done. I done what you bid. 

You done. He done his task. 

He done. The exercise done him good. 

We done. The men done their work. 

They done. You done well, John. 



Lesson 33. — For^n 
following phrases. 

have seen 
have gone 
have done 



sentences y each 

has seen 
has gone 
has done 



containing one of the 

had seen 
had gone 
had done 
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HOW TO WRITE INITIALS. 



Lesson 34. — The first letter of a name is called an initial; 
aSy J, A, G, are the initials of James Abram Garfield; 
U. S.J of the United States. Write the initials of your 
own name. Write the initials of these names. 



Chester Alan Arthur. 
William CuUen Bryant. 



Ulysses Simpson Grant. 
Oliver Wendell Holmes. 



Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 



THEIR, THERE. 

Lesson 35. — Write sentences containing these words. 
The word their is always used with the name of 
some object. 

their hats their books their balls 

their coats their slates their bonnets 




Write two or more sentences containing the word * * there. 
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DICTATION EXERCISE. 

Lesson 3^- 

There are birds on that tree. 
See them feed their young. 
Mary and Annie live there. 
Their pony has a beautiful mane. 




Lesson 37. — Use one of these words correctly in each of 
the following blanks: ''flour,'' ''flower,'' "week,'* 
"weak," "threw," "through," ^ 

We use ...... to make bread. 

William gave her a pretty .1.... 

The child is too to sit up. 

Is Saturday the last day of the ? 

He walked ...... the park. 

George ...... the stone the window. 
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Lesson 38. — Insert the proper word in each of the fol- 
lowing blanks: ''cells,'' ''sells/' "seize." "sees,** 
"buy," "by," "scent," "sent," "cent." 

Bees put honey in 

The merchant his goods. 

The lion will his prey. 

The child the bright star. 

We peaches the peck. 

The of the flower is pleasant. 

He was to the store with a 



QUOTATION MARKS. 

Lesson 39. — Copy these sentences. Mind the inverted 
commas (**) when Ida and Clara begin to speak, and 
these (") when they end, 

"Name the parts of an orange,** said Ida. 
'*It has a peel, pulp, and seeds,** said Clara. 

The little marks that inclose the exact words of 
another, are called quotation tnarks. 



Lesson 40. — Copy tJiese lines, using quotation marks. 

When I go to bed I say, **Good night.*' 
When I get up I say, **Good morning.*' 
I always say, "Thank you.** 
Polite boys and girls say, "If you please." 
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« 

DICTATION EXERCISE^ 

Lesson 41. 




Lesson 42. — The Birds Nest 

Copy this story y then close the book and write it from 
memory. Use quotation marks to show what Mary said. 

Mary found a bird's nest with two pretty eggs in it. 
The birds flew around her head, making loud cries. 
Mary said, ''Don't be afraid, little birds, I'll not 
touch your nest." 



MEMORY LESSON. 

Lesson 43. — Copy and coni^nit to memory these lines. 

Don't rob the birds of their eggs, boys, 
It is cruel, and heartless, and wrong; 

But remember, by breaking an egg, boys, 
We may lose a bird with a song. 
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Lesson 44. — The Dog in tite Manger. 

A dog was lying in a manger. A hungry ox saw 
the hay in the nunger and wanted to eat it. The dog 
barked and snapped at the ox, and would not let him 
touch it. 

The ox said, " You are a selfish dog, for you can 
not eat . the hay, ajid you will not allow others to eat 
it." 

What do you call a story of this kind? What is a 
fable? Write in your - own words the story of The Dog 
in the Manger, 



Lesson 45. — The Toad.^ 
Did you ever see a toad? 

I had one in my yard, and what do you think he 
liked to eat? Bread? Oh, no. Milk? No, he liked 
spiders. 

If I put a spider near him, out came the toad's 
tongue, and into his mouth went the spider. You and 
I do not like spiders, but my toad would eat forty or 
fifty for his dinner. 

Write the story of the Toad. 



*To The Teacher. — In a conversation lesson give information on 
the following points about the toad: where usually found; what do- 
ing there ; its food ; how it catches it ; the sticky substance covering 
the tongue, by means of which it holds fast any insect that touches 
it 
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At what season of the year 

do we see the bee? Where? 
What is it doing all summer? 
Why do bee* hmty? 

Where do bec=^ live? What would 
happen if we disturbed them ? 



How dbefttllie little busy bee 
Improve each shining hour. 

And gather honey all the day 
From every opening flower! 

How skillfully she builds her cell, 
How neat she spreads her wax; 

And labors hard to store it well 
With the sweet food she makes. 
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Lesson 47, — The Apple. 

What is in my hand ? On what kind of a tree did 
it grow? What shape is it? What color is it? What 
is the white part called? What color are the seeds 
when the apple is ripe? For what are apples used? 



Lesson 48. — The Shoe, 

Who makes shoes ? Of what are shoes made ? Tell 
in a sentence the name of the part on the ground. Tell 
in a sentence the part which covers the top and sides of 
the foot. Of what use are shoes ? 



Lesson 49. — The Rose. 

What is the rose? What is its color? On what 
does it grow? In what places have you seen the rose 
growing? Why do we like the rose? 



Lesson 50. — Iron, 

Tell something that is made of iron. How does the 
iron feel ? When you try to lift it, what would you say 
it is? Where do we get iron? Of what use is it? 



Lesson 51. — Gold. 

What is the color of gold? Where is it found? Name 
four things that are made of gold. Which of them are 
useful ? Which beautiful ? 
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Lesson 52. — The Tailor, 

What does the tailor make ? What materials does he 
use ? What tools does he use in his work ? 



Lesson 53. — Tlie Baket, 

What does the baker make? Of what is bread made? 
Where is the bread baked ? 



Lesson 54. — The Shoemaket, 

What does the shoemaker make for us? What 
materials does he use ? What tools does he use ? {awl, 
lasty knife y hammer.) 



Lesson 55. — The Table, 

Of what is it made? Who made it? How is it 
fastened together? Of what are nails made? Of 
what is glue made? How are the boards made 
smooth? {By planing.) 



Lesson 56. — Gloves. 

What are gloves made of? {leather, cottony wool, silk.) 
Which are warmest? Why are gloves used? {For 
warmth; to protect liands from dirt ajid sun.) What 
else are used to cover the hands? How do mittens 
differ from gloves? 
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Lesson 57. — The Cunning Cat. 

The cunning old cat lay down on a mat 

By the fire in the oaken hall; 
" If the little mice peep, they'll think I 'm asleep; " 

So she rolled herself up like a ball. 

Nibble, nibble, nibble ! went the little mice. 

And they licked their little paws ; 
Then the cunning old cat sprang up from the mat. 

And caught them all with her claws. 

Use each of these words in a sentence. 

mice claws sprang caught 

paws asleep little licked 

oaken rolled nibble cunning 



Lesson 58. — The Cunning Cat. 

On a mat by the fire in the hall, a cunning old cat lay 
down to sleep. If I roll myself up Hke a ball, thought 
she, the little mice will think I 'm asleep. 

Soon the little mice peeped into the room. Thinking 
the old cat was asleep, they began to nibble, and lick 
their paws. Then the cunning cat jumped up and 
caught them all. 

Write the story of '^The Cunning Cat'' in your own 
language. 
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COLOR6. 

Lesson 59. — Pfimary Colors. 

What color is the clear sky? What is the color of 
blood? What is the color of butter? What kind of 
colors are blue, yellow, and red ? 




Lesson 60. — Secondary Colors. 



Place blue and yellow tissue paper (or glass) together ; 
hold them up so the light will shine through them. 
What color is made? What colors made it? Place 
yellow and red paper together. What color is made? 
What colors made it? Place red and blue together. 
What color is made? What colors made it? 

What are purple, green, and orange called? 
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Lesson 6i. 

Write the names of six colors. Which are the primary 
colors? Which are the secondary colors? What colors 
make purple ? What colors make green ? What colors 
make orange? What colors have you seen in fruit? 
What colors have you seen in flowers? What colors 
have you seen in birds? What colors have you seen 
in the sunset? What colors have you seen in the 
rainbow ? 



Lesson 62. 

Learn to know the colors named below, in clothing, 
animals, fruits, leaves, sunsets, rainbows, etc. You 
will thus be able to describe more fully the things you 
may see : 

Kinds of yellow: lemon, straw, sulphur, gold. 
Kinds of red : pink, garnet, scarlet, crimson. 
Kinds of blue : plum, sky-blue, indigo, marine. 
Kinds of green: olive, emerald, tea-green, bottle- 
green. 

Kinds of purple : lilac, lavender, violet, amethyst. 
Kinds of orange: buff, salmon, cream, amber. 
Kinds of brown : chocolate, russet, chestnut, tan. 



To THE Teacher. — Request pupils to make a collection of ribbons, 
papers, worsteds, flowers, pictures, colored glass, etc., to illustrate 
the colors. Teach them to recognize and name each color. 




MEMORY LESSON. 

Lesson 63. — A Child's Prayer, 

I thank thee, Lord, for quiet rest, 
And for thy care of me ; 

Oh, let me through this day be blest. 
And kept from harm by thee. 

Oh, let me thank thee; kind thou art, 

To children such as I: 
Give me a gentle, loving heart; 

Be thou my Friend on high. 

Help me to please my parents dear. 
And do whatever they tell; 

Bless all my friends, both far and near, 
And keep them safe and well. 

t 
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Lesson 64. — My School, 

To what school do you go? Which grade are you 
in? How many pupils in your class? What is your 
teacher's name? What do you study? Which lessons 
do you like best? What must you not do in school? 
What should you do? 



Lesson 65. — My Pmknife, 

What two parts has it? Of what is the handle made? 
Of what color is it? Is the blade bright and sharp? 
Was it a present? From whom? What can you do 
with it? 
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Lesson 66. — My Pet. 

What kind of bird ? Its name ? Where do you keep it? 
Who takes care of it? What does it Hke to eat? Is it 
safe to leave the cage door open? Does it sing? Does 
it know its name? What interesting ways has it? 



Lesson 67.— Dog, 




Has he any tricks? Can he swim? Is he a useful 
dog? In what way is he useful? 



Lesson 68. — Tlie Cat. 

Is the cat a tame or a wild animal? Where does it 
live? (In houses.) Where does it like to sleep? What 
is its covering ? How does the cat keep itself clean ? 
How does it step ? What kind of claws has it ? Tell 
three things the cat can do. How is it useful? 
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MEMORY LE880N. 
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Lesson 69. — The Sheep, 

Where is the sheep often seen ? What does the sheep 
eat ? With what is the sheep covered ? Of what use is 
the wool to the sheep? We make the wool into what? 
What is a very young sheep called ? 




MEMORY LESSON. 

Lesson 70. 

In all the wide world there is nothing so sweet 

As my little lamb with nimble, feet ; 

With eyes so bright and wool so white, 

Oh, my little lamb is my heart's delight ! 

When shines the warm sun, and the soft wind blows, 

We roam in the meadow where green grass grows ; 

We dance and skip ; we run and leap. 

And, when we are weary, lie down to sleep. 
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Lesson 71. — Rabbits, 

white, brown, 
spotted, long ears, 

long and soft fur, 
burrows, vegetables. 

How many rabbits 
do you see in this 
picture? What color 
are they ? Which 
color do you like 
best? What kind of 
ears have they ? With 
what is the body cov- 
ered ? Where must 
they be kept at night ? 
How do they sometimes get out of the pen ? What do 
they eat? Does it not seem cruel to kill such inno- 
cent, pretty creatures? 



Lesson 72. — Read and then write this lesson. 

One day Willie told his sister, Annie, some of the 
ways in which a dog is unlike a Cctt. 

"A dog," said Willie, "is larger than a cat. His 
body is covered with coarse hair instead of soft fur. His 
head is long and pointed, but the cat's is short and 
broad. He can not draw in his claws as a cat can." 

Willie showed all these things to Annie. She had 
never really seen a cat or a dog, though she had looked 
at them every day. There is a great difference between 
just looking at a thing, and really seeing all of it. 
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Lesson 73, — Eddie and his Mother, 

sitting in a chair, 
sewing in her hands, 
on a foot-stool, 
behind the chair, 
over his mother's eyes. 

Here are little Eddie and 
his mother. Where is the 
mother? What has she in 
her hands? What do you think she has been doing? 
Where is Eddie? What is he doing? 
Tell what you think, or ask a question. 

Write a description of the picttire. 




Lesson 74. — Guessing. 

Read this story, then close your book and write it 
carefully. Use quotation marks to show what Eddie 
and his mother said. 

One day Eddie stood on a stool behind his mother's 
chair, and put his hands over her eyes. 

Guess my name," said Eddie. 
**I know, it's Johnny Smith," said his mother. 
*'No, it is not. Guess again." 
**Well, Willie Brown." 
*^ Not right! Not right! Try again." 
**0, now I know who it is. Eddie Jones." 
'•Now you are right," said Eddie. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD STUDIES. 

Lesson 75. — Write answers to these questions. 

In what city, county, and State do you live? Name 
a creek or a river in or near your town. What is the 
difference between a creek and a river? Name any hills 
or mountains near your town. What is the difference 
between a hill and a mountain ? 

What forest trees grow in or near your city ? What 
fruit trees ? What grains are raised near where you 
live? What vegetables? What animals are found 
where you live? 



Lesson 76. — A Spring. 

Have you ever seen a spring f Where? If there is 
one near where you live, visit it before you answer these 
questions. 

Is water bubbling out of the ground called a spring ? 
Is the water fresh and cool ? Does it flow down the 
valley? Is this little stream called a rill? Are large 
rills called brooks or creeks? If several brooks unite 
and make a large stream, what would that be ? 

LETTER WRITING. 

Lesson 77. — A Letter. 

Copy the letter on the next page on your slate or 
paper. Notice the use of capitals and marks of punctu- 
ation, and the arrangement of the different parts. 

Copy the letter again, using the name of one of your 
friends, and sign your own name. 
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Lesson 78. — Addresses. 





STAMP. 


Master Charles (Bond, 




Euclid Av,, 




Cleveland, 




Ohio, 





STAMP. 


Miss Cora Innes, 




Wyoming, 




Hamilton Co., 




Ohio. 



In addresses, the words street^ avenue^ and county are 
usually shortened, or abbreviated, as follows : 

Street, - - St. 
Avenue, - - Av. 
County, - - Co. 
Rule on your slate two figures the exact shape of an 
envelope, and copy the addresses given above. 

Then write addresses to yourself, father, mother, 
brother, sister, to a classmate, to a friend. 
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LETTERS. 

Lesson 79. 

Copy these letters on your slate or paper. They 
show how to use the daiey the address^ and the signa- 
ture of a letter properly. 

Columbus, O., May 5, 18^9. 

Dear Father: 

We are very glad that you are coming home. We 
miss you very much. Mother and little sister and I 
send our love. 

Your daughter, 

Mattie Howard. 

Cleveland, O., December 20, 1889. 
Dear John : ^ 

It will soon be Christmas, and there will be no school 
for a week. My mother says I may ask you to spend 
the holidays with me. I have two pairs of skates arid 
a new sled. We can have a very good time. 

Your friend, 

Ralph Jones. 
Memphis, Tenn., December i, 1889. 

Dear Fanny: 

I am going to school every day. I am very fond of 
my teacher. She tells us a pretty story after we have 
said our lessons. I hope you will come to school soon. 

Your loving friend, 

Mary. 
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Lesson 80. — A Leaf. 



a leaf, 

blade, veins, and stem, 
broad and flat, 
raised and are hard, 
slender, 

holds the leaf to the plant. 




What have you? What three parts has the leaf? 
Describe the blade. Describe the veins. Describe the 
stem. What does the stem do ? What is the color of 
leaves when they first come out? When do they change 
to red and gold ? Make a picture of the leaf 

Can you tell which part of the blade is the apex, 
which part is the base, and which the margin ? If you 
will examine leaves you will see that the margins of 
some are smooth, while others are cut, or toothed. 



MEMORY LESSON. 

Lesson 81. 

Here blows the warm red clover; 
There peeps the violet blue ; 
Oh, happy little children ! 
God made them all for you. 



*To THE Teacher. — Give each pupil a leaf : a pressed one will do. 
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Lesson 82. — 'A Plant.^ 

a plant 

roots, stem, and leaves, 
thread-like, grow into earth, 
round and smooth, 
grows up out of the earth, 
thin, flat, and green, 
help to feed the plant, and 
to hold it upright, 
holds up the leaves, 
help to get food for the plant 

What is in my hand ? What parts has it ? Describe 
the roots. Describe the stem. Describe the leaves. 

Of what use is the root to the plant? Of what use 
is the stem ? Of what use are the leaves ? 



MEMORY LESSON. 

Lesson 83. 

Kind hearts are the gardens. 
Kind thoughts are the roots. 

Kind words are the blossoms. 
Kind deeds are the fruits. 



*To THE Teacher. — Hold a plant up before the class. Require 
oral and written answers. 
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